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On Aug. 7, government officials announced the nation's largest hydroelectric generating plant will
begin operations next May, several months ahead of schedule. The $440 million Pehuenche plant,
located in the Maule river valley (southern Chile), will have a 500-megawatt generating capacity.
At present, installed hydroelectric generation capacity totals 2,280 megawatts. The Inter-American
Development Bank and Japan's Eximbank have provided the lion's share of foreign financing,
totaling $274 million. Pehuenche is an affiliate of the national electric utility which was privatized
during the regime of Gen. Augusto Pinochet. (Basic data from AFP 08/07/90)
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